[Screening of newborns for argininosuccinase deficiency. First experiences in Austria (author's transl)].
In 1973, the screening for argininosuccinase deficiency was taken up by the Austrian Metabolic Disorder Screening Program using Murphey's enzyme auxotroph test. Amongst 293802 tested newborn infants, two cases of this disorder could be identified, which under protein restricted diet had a normal development until now. Inhibition zones due to antibiotic or desinfectant contamination do not disturb test evaluation in contrast to the bacterial inhibition assay (Guthrie test). The frequency of "false positive" results is small (0.05%) as well as additional work for this test procedure. So screening for argininosuccinase deficiency seems to be a useful completion of a neonatal blood screening program.